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The 50th running of the Marine Corps Marathon

(or MCM for short) featured winners who are no
strangers to the podium. Tessa Barrett crossed
the finish line at the Marine Corps War Memorial
Sunday morning, clocking a course-record time of
2:34:08 to claim the women's title.

On the men's side, Marine Major Kyle King
defended his crown (having won in 2024 and
previously in 2022) with a winning time of 2:18:51,
holding off a strong international contingent.

The race drew over 40,000 registered runners,
making it the third-largest marathon in North
America and surpassing Boston's field for the first
time.

Runners navigated the iconic 26.2-mile course
from Rosslyn through the National Mall, past the
Lincoln Memorial and Capitol, before tackling the
"Beat the Bridge" challenge at mile 20 and the final
uphill push to the Iwo Jima statue.

Over five decades, the MCM has seen Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas finish in 1980,
Oprah Winfrey in 1994, and former First Lady
Jill Biden in 1998. It endured a 2020 cancellation

S im| s

due to COVID-19, the only skip in its history, but
rebounded stronger each year.
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