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The U.S. Marines conducted a landmark training 
exercise which saw them fire the High Mobility 

the base of Mount Fuji, Japan.
Marines of the 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine 

Regiment, 3rd Marine Division unleashed HIMARS
missiles during live-fire training at Camp Fuji on 
Oct. 27. Although the location has been used as a 
training ground for a wide variety of U.S. military 
exercises, this 
which Marines have practiced firing long-range 
missiles from the area.

The HIMARS system is a mobile artillery 
platform that is highly versatile in terms of 
maneuverability and especially in its capability of 

The live-fire exercise near Mount Fuji comes 
amid unprecedented tensions in the Indo-Pacific 
region. In May, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
released a joint statement with the Defense 
Ministers of Japan, Australian and the Philippines, 
condemning "China’s destabilizing actions in the 

East China Sea and the South China Sea and any 
unilateral attempts to change the status quo by force 
or coercion."
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