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A new unmanned vertical takeoff and landing
(VTOL ) platform concept from Shield Al is being
positioned as an Al-powered wingman for US military
forces.

The fighter-like drone, dubbed X-Bat, will leverage
an F-16 class engine to fly more than 2,000 nautical
miles (3704 kilometers) at altitudes up to 50,000
feet (15240 meters) . It can also take off without

specialized launch equipment such as lift fans.

The X-BAT will include an internal bay that can
house air-to-air and air-to-surface weapons, while large
strike munitions can be mounted on external hardpoints.
As a VTOL aircraft, it will not need a runway and can
be launched within minutes from ships, remote bases, or
mobile platforms to support covert and precision strike
missions.

A suite of onboard sensors will also enable the drone
to detect and track both aerial and surface targets, while
its low-signature frame is intended to help it avoid
detection.

"With vertical takeoff and landing, long range, and
full autonomy, X-BAT delivers combat power anywhere,
anytime," Shield Al stated in a social media post. "This
is the future of airpower."

The new concept will be driven by Shield Al’s own
Hivemind software, which the company claims will
make it the “world’s first” Al-piloted VTOL fighter jet.
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