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South Korea launched its first 3,600-ton-class
submarine, the ROKS Jang Yeong-sil, as Pyongyang
ramps up efforts to build a nuclear-powered
submarine and expand its naval power.

The Navy and the Defense Acquisition Program
Administration held a launch ceremony for the
Jang Yeong-sil, the lead vessel in the Jang Bogo-
III Batch-II program, on Wednesday at a Hanwha
Ocean shipyard in Geoje, South Gyeongsang.

It is the first South Korean Navy submarine to
simultaneously carry both lithium-ion batteries and
an air-independent propulsion system, allowing it to
remain submerged for longer periods.

The enhancements allow the submarine to
operate more covertly in waters around the Korean
Peninsula and reduce the risk of detection during
missions.
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