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In addition to a now unified NATO front that is
fundamentally reshaping the security dynamics of the
Arctic and Baltic Sea regions, all three Nordic nations
have entered security cooperation partnerships with
the U.S. over the past two years through the State
Partnership Program (SPP).

Initially developed in 1993 to assist countries
emerging from behind the Iron Curtain, the SPP has
grown to include 115 nations partnered with every U.S.
state, three territories and the District of Columbia —
including the Finland-Virginia, Sweden-New York and
Norway-Minnesota partnerships.

"Cold-weather warfare, Arctic operations and
maritime security are just a few of the areas where our
Nordic partners excel," said Senior Enlisted Advisor
Raines. “Through the SPP, our Guardsmen are building
on decades of existing friendships and partnerships. We
are forging a path for our Guard members to learn even
more from their counterparts’ expertise while sharing
our own. Together, we raise the readiness of our nations
and NATO as a whole."

Beginning their multi-nation visit in Finland, Steve

Raines familiarized themselves with the nation’s defense
capabilities and ways to deepen Finland and Virginia’s
budding SPP relationship.

Of the three countries, Finland shares the longest
border with Russia - about 835 miles.
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