
2

4



20

7

0.04mg/L 
1

0.00mg/L

The National Guard Bureau’s top leaders traveled 
to Finland, Sweden and Norway last week to 
strengthen the Guard’s security cooperation ties in 
the Nordic region.

Each nation hosted Air Force Gen. Steve 
Nordhaus, chief, National Guard Bureau, and Senior 
Enlisted Advisor John Raines, SEA to the CNGB, 
for meetings with defense and military leaders to 
discuss deepening longtime and new partnerships 
and how to continue strengthening European and 
global security.

Accompanying Nordhaus and Raines were the 
adjutants general of the states partnered with each 
Nordic nation through the Department of War 
National Guard State Partnership Program: Army 
Maj. Gen. James Ring, Virginia National Guard; 
Army Maj. Gen. Raymond Shields, New York 
National Guard; and Army Maj. Gen. Shawn P. 
Manke, Minnesota National Guard.

"These key strategic partnerships ensure we will 
strengthen our collective defenses along Europe’s 
northern flank," said Nordhaus, who visited the 

While Norway is a founding member of NATO, 
dating back to 1949, Finland and Sweden have 
historically adhered to a policy of military non-
alignment, maintaining robust national defense 
capabilities while opting out of formal alliances.
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