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Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz on Sunday

said that he instructed the army to prepare for the
demolition of what he claimed are underground
tunnels used by the Palestinian group Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. Katz called the demolition "the major
challenge for Israel after the phase of returning the
hostages," claiming that it would be carried out
"directly by the IDF and through the international
mechanism to be established under US leadership
and supervision."

The minister claimed that the demolition of
tunnels is the "primary meaning" of the agreed
demilitarization of Gaza and disarmament of
Hamas under the ceasefire deal.

US President Donald Trump announced
Wednesday that Israel and Hamas had agreed to
the first phase of a 20-point plan he laid out on
Sept. 29 to bring a ceasefire to Gaza, release all
Israeli captives being held there in exchange for
around 2,000 Palestinian prisoners, and a gradual
withdrawal of Israeli forces from the entire Gaza
Strip.

Phase one of the Gaza ceasefire agreement took

5| \H B3GR

effect at midday Friday. Israeli forces completed
a gradual withdrawal to the so-called yellow line,
triggering a 72-hour window for the exchange
process.
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