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Australia’s ambitions to develop a sovereign 
guided weapons production industry have taken 
another step forward with the signing of a joint 
statement of intent with the United States to 
enhance bilateral cooperation on local production. 
The signing also included defence giant Lockheed 
Martin, and coincides with the opening of a new 

Alabama.
These events are part of the government’s $21 

billion 10-year sovereign Guided Weapons and 
Explosive Ordnance (GWEO) Enterprise goal 
to establish local production of precision-guided 
weapons to increase local skills and defence exports, 
and to decrease Australia’s reliance on global supply 
chains.

Defence says the signing also opens opportunities 
for additional co-development programs and the 
production of long-range fires, beginning with 
variants across the Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (GMLRS) family of munitions and 

PrSM).

US and allied forces, including Singapore, the 
UK, Germany, and many new customer countries 
that have ordered the system in the wake of its 
successful use against Russian forces in Ukraine.
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