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The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis, the service’s
newest commissioned icebreaker, arrived in Seattle
Friday after completing its 112-day inaugural patrol.
Storis departed Pascagoula, Mississippi, June 1, transited
the Panama Canal and the Pacific Ocean enroute to
conduct its first Arctic patrol operating north of the
Bering Strait to control, secure, and defend the northern
U.S. border and maritime approaches. Storis operated
under the Coast Guard Arctic District, supporting
Operation Frontier Sentinel to counter foreign malign
influences in or near Alaskan and U.S. Arctic waters.

In early September, Storis entered the ice for the first
time as a Coast Guard cutter to relieve Coast Guard
Cutter Healy and monitor the Chinese-flagged research
vessels Jidi and Xue Long 2.

The Arctic is a zone of strategic global competition.
Five China-affiliated research vessels operated in the
Arctic region over the summer and Storis was one
of several Coast Guard assets deployed to the U.S.
Arctic to control, secure, and defend U.S. territory and
sovereign interests. The Coast Guard is the only U.S.
surface presence in the Arctic and works in conjunction

with U.S. Northern Command and Alaskan Command to
constantly monitor foreign vessels operating in and near
U.S. waters in support of U.S. homeland defense and
security operations.

Storis is the Coast Guard’s first polar icebreaker
acquired in over 25 years.
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