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terrorism in Pakistan."

Tensions between Afghanistan and Pakistan have FREE !

flared in recent days with the exchange of deadly
gunfire between the neighbors that has stoked fears

of a wider conflict.

The fighting followed strikes in the Afghan
capital Kabul and the border province of Paktika
last Thursday that the Taliban blamed on Pakistan, g2
though Islamabad has not officially acknowledged
the attacks. The latest flare-up coincided with a
historic trip by Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi to Pakistan's rival India, triggering concern

in Islamabad.

The violence prompted calls to de-escalate from
China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and an offer
from US President Donald Trump to broker peace.

The Taliban accused Pakistan of conducting an
"unprecedented, violent and reprehensible" attack on
targets in Kabul and Paktika on Thursday night.

Islamabad has not officially claimed responsibility
for the attacks. But during a press briefing Friday, Lt.
Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, a Pakistani military
official, said there is "evidence" that "Afghanistan is
being used as a base of operations for carrying out
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