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Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth announced on
Friday that the US will allow Qatar to build an Air
Force facility at Mountain Home Air Force Base in
Idaho, which will hest Qatari F-15 fighter jets and
pilots who will train alongside US troops.

"The location will host a contingent of Qatari
F-15s and pilots to enhance our combined training,
increase the lethality, interoperability," Hegseth
said. "It’s just another example of our partnership."

The announcement of the deal comes just weeks
after Trump signed an executive order for the US to
guarantee the security of Qatar.

Hegseth later on Friday wrote in a post on X,
"The U.S. military has a long-standing partnership
w/ Qatar, including today’s announced cooperation
w/ F-15QA aircraft," emphasizing there will be no
Qatari owned base in the US.

Hegseth praised Qatar for playing a "substantial
role" in the peace talks that led to a ceasefire and
hostage swap deal between Israel and Hamas, as
well as the Gulf country’s support when the US
struck Iranian nuclear sites in June. Qatar is also
home to the largest US military base in the region at
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