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The U.S. military has used unmanned aircraft for 
decades to perform dangerous reconnaissance and 
attack missions that save lives. As the technology 
proliferates, drones’ utilization in warfare has 

The military drones used by the US military 
are classified into five groups, defined by their 
weight, range and maximum altitude. These 
groups range from small, portable drones for short-
range reconnaissance (Group 1) to large  UAVs
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) capable of reaching 
high altitudes and long ranges (Group 5). These 
UAVs are used not only for reconnaissance, but also 
for transport and attack, some being equipped with 
powerful weapons systems.

The use of military drones by the US armed 
forces is transforming the way military operations 
are conducted. Not only do drones make it possible 
to gather intelligence in real time, they also reduce 
the risks to soldiers by enabling precision strikes 
from a distance. Group 4 and 5 heavy  UAVs, in 

capabilities, while remaining autonomous for long 

periods.
The evolution of this technology will continue to 
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