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In Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) leadership 
election on October 4, Sanae Takaichi, a conservative 
former economic security minister, won with strong 
support from party lawmakers and members. She is 
set to become Japan’s first female prime minister, 
succeeding Shigeru Ishiba, who resigned amid scandals 
and low approval ratings.

Takaichi is considered very friendly towards Taiwan. 
She visited Taipei in April, meeting with Taiwanese 
President Lai Ching-te, as well as former President Tsai 

Ing-wen. In July, Takaichi was photographed meeting 
with Taiwanese Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung, who 
was on an unpublicized visit to Japan. 

"Taiwan is an extremely important partner and a 
valued friend for Japan," Takaichi herself said in an 
interview with the Hudson Institute during her election 
battle.

Takaichi is a protege of former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe. She entered politics in 1993 as an 
independent, joined the LDP in 1996 and has won 
10 terms in the House of Representatives. She has 
served as economic security minister, state minister 
for trade and industry, and a record tenure as internal 

constitutional changes to strengthen the military.
During Takaichi’s visit to Taiwan in April, she 

called for a "quasi-security alliance" between Japan, 
Taiwan and other democratic countries. Both Japan and 
Taiwan "need to strengthen their respective self-defense 
capabilities," she added.
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